Characterization of antibody against the N-terminus of RDS/peripherin.
Mutations in the gene encoding RDS/peripherin cause a variety of retinal disorders. Attempts to model such disorders in vitro and in vivo have been hampered by the paucity of available immunological reagents. Moreover, available antibodies have been generated from undefined or C-terminal epitopes and therefore may not suitable for detecting all known RDS/peripherin mutants. We consequently generated affinity-purified rabbit antibody against a 14 amino acid peptide corresponding to the highly conserved N-terminus of human RDS/ peripherin. This new antibody, N-RDS, recognizes RDS/peripherin in the retina of man, macaque, and rat. N-RDS may prove useful in studying RDS/peripherin mutants, particularly those with abnormal C-terminal domains.